	Week In Review
Alex Shvartsman
NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIPS
A slow week overall, with no major tournaments covered anywhere on the web. Those of you hungry for more information about the National championships around the globe should check out the information compiled by Rune Horvik at Meridian Magic. He lists the Top 8 results from various Nationals, providing links to event coverage and tournament reports where available. This page can be found here.
[image: http://web.archive.org/web/20050830042935im_/http:/www.wizards.com/tournaments/images/nationals_sm.jpg]Although The Sideboard remains the most complete source of information on various Nationals, it is simply not possible to cover them all. Fortunately, the local web sites often provide some helpful information. That way we can learn about the Nationals results from countries like Venezuela, Finland, or Sweden.
MAGIC IN GAMES
August issue of Games magazine dedicated a five-page article to competitive Magic. When an "uninitiated" journalist attempts to write about the game for a popular magazine, his article can be filled with misconceptions and hurt the game rather than promote it. Such is certainly not the case with W. Eric Martin, a freelance writer who plays Magic at Your Move Games store in Boston. Martin's five page article concentrates on the professional play aspect of Magic and rightly presents it as an intellectual sport.
The article is titled "The Magic Man" and talks about the lives of professional players such as Darwin Kastle, also quoting Zvi Mowshowitz, Jeff Donais, Gary Wise and yours truly. Magic pros are far from gaining any serious recognition outside of our field, but an article like this one is a step in the right direction.
MAGIC TRIVIA
Last week's question:
[image: http://web.archive.org/web/20050830042935im_/http:/www.wizards.com/sideboard/images/skaff.jpg]Who is the only person to attend every Pro Tour to date? (hint, he is not a player)
Wizards of the Coast executive Skaff Elias could accurately be called the father of Pro Tour. Elias worked hard first to make Pro Tour a reality in 1995, then to have the prize fund increased in 2000. His favorite activities are running the overnight side events and playing basketball with his friends among Pro Tour staff and players.
New Question:
What card's artwork was accidentally printed sideways in Alpha, then kept that way in future printings? 
Please do not e-mail me your answers. The correct answer will be posted in next week's column.
PLAY OF THE WEEK
[image: http://web.archive.org/web/20050830042935im_/http:/www.wizards.com/sideboard/images/cards/invasion/urborg_shambler.jpg]Steve Kory was playing against Roy in the first round of an eight-man booster draft. Having won game one, Steve's 18 creature b-r-g deck was having trouble dealing with Roy's Crimson Acolyte and a pair of Benalish Trappers. Roy, who had four tappers, two Acolytes and a number of other creatures that are generally not traded in combat, was playing a pair of Saproling Symbiosis. The game lasted a while, with Steve summoning more and more creatures, while Roy tapped green and black critters and could block the red ones. Finally, Steve managed to remove Crimson Acolyte. Roy cast his two Saproling Symbiosis, generating twelve 1/1 green tokens. He could not overrun Steve, who was at 20 life, but was in a strong position where he could not be attacked any time soon. Roy went on to cast Shifting Sky, making all creatures in play black, in anticipation of drawing his Obsidian Acolyte.
Steve did a double-take after drawing his next card. He shouted triumphantly, tapped four mana, and summoned an Urborg Shambler! With all creatures in play being black, it took out approximately eighteen critters. Some of them were Steve's, but it was well worth removing the twelve 1/1's that were holding off the rest of his army. 
As always, please send good/bad plays, cool trivia questions, and other news to ashv@concentric.net.

	


[bookmark: _GoBack]
image2.jpeg




image3.jpeg
Urborg Shamblér

o8

Greature — Horror

Al other black creatures gt -1/-1.

A crihing mass of o, withsharp
s and a vicous pi.

s, P Voo, a3





image1.jpeg




